[Modification of Harada's method for rapid staining of mycobacteria].
Harada employed periodic acid-carbol pararosaniline and periodic acid-methenamine silver stain for demonstrating chromophobic bacilli which do not get stained with conventional carbol fuchsin or counter stain. This staining method takes considerable time for complete oxidation with periodic acid. We have succeeded in reducing the oxidation time by using hydrogen peroxide treatment prior to periodic acid and with the use of acidified sodium hydrogen sulfite treatment before carbol pararosaniline stain. We also found that in methenamine silver stain, combined use of semicarbazide and microwave treatment can shorten the whole staining time up to four hours without losing ito sensitivity.